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THE MARRIAGE IDEAL
A friend writes :
"In the current Issue of the Harijansevak In your article
entitled " A Moral Dilemma " you have observed:' Many marriage
taboos appear to have grown out of social customs. They are
nowhere seen to rest on any vital, moral or religious principle/
My own instinct, based upon my experience, tells me that pro-
bably these taboos were promulgated out of eugenic considera-
tions. It is a well-known principle of the science of eugenics
that the issue resulting from the crossing of exogamous elements
is eugenically fitter than the product of endogamous unions. That
is the reason why in Hinduism sagotra ($*rfa) and sapinda
(^iflr3^) marriages are interdicted. On the other hand, if we
admit social custom with all its kaleidoscopic variety and change
to be the sole reason for these taboos, we are left with no strong
reason why marriages between paternal uncle and niece, or for
the matter of that between brother and sister, should absolutely
be tabooed, If, as you say, the begetting of progeny be the only
legitimate object of marriage, then the choice of partners would
become purely a question of eugenic harmony. Are all other
considerations to be ruled out of court as relatively unimportant ?
If not, what should be their order of precedence ? I would set
it down as follows:
(1)    Mutual attraction, or love;
(2)    EMgenic fitness;
(3)    Approval and consent of the respective families con-
cerned ; and consideration for the interest of the social order
to which one belongs;
(4)    Spiritual development.
" What do you say to it ?
" The Hindu shastras have emphatically set down procreation
as the sole end of-marriage, as the ancient benediction that is
pronounced upon the prospective housewife by her elders at the
. time of marriage, viz., ' May you be blessed with eight children/
shows. This bears out your contention that cohabitation in mar-
riage should only be for the purpose of begetting offspring, never
for sensual gratification. But, then, would you expect a married
couple to be satisfied with only one offspring irrespective of
whether it is male or female ? Besides the longing to perpetuate
one's line which you have very properly recognized, there also
has existed amongst us a strong feeling that this can be properly
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